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ANNCR: 

ON APRIL THIRTIETH, NINETEEN SEVENTY FIVE, THE SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES SURRENDERED TO THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 
AND VIET CONG ENDING A LONG AND BITTER CONFLICT. WITH THE 
PASSAGE OF THREE YEARS LIFE IN SOUTH VIETNAM HAS CHANGED 
DRAMATICALLY .... AS WE HEAR IN THIS BACKGROUND REPORT FROM 
WAYNE COREY IN BANGKOK, 

VOICE: 

THE HANOI PRESS DESCRIBES THE COMMUNIST TAKEOVER OF THE 
SOUTH AS A HISTORIC VICTORY OF IMMENSE SIGNIFICANCE. ON THE 
THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF THE TAKEOVER, THE ARMY NEWSPAPER SAID 
IT HAS BROUGHT ABOUT DECISIVE CHANGES IN THE ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL FIELDS AND OPENED THE WAY FOR COMPREHENSIVE AND 
THOROUGH CHANGES IN KEEPING WITH COMMUNIST IDEOLOGY. 

BUT THOUSANDS OF VIETNAMESE REFUGEES SEE LIFE IN SOUTH 
VIETNAM DIFFERENTLY FROM THAT DESCRIBED BY THE COMMUNIST 
PARTY ORGAN, THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH VIETNAM, IN FACT, ARE 
CONTINUING TO VOTE WITH THEIR FEET, AND ALREADY THIS YEAR 
THOUSANDS OF VIETNAMESE REFUGEES HAVE ARRIVED IN SEVERAL 
SOUTHEAST ASIAN COUNTRIES. THEY SAY THAT THE STEADY EROSION 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN VIETNAM AND THE FORCED MOVEMENT OF URBAN 
RESIDENTS TO WASTE LANDS -- CALLED NEW ECONOMIC ZONES -- 
HAVE CREATED A CLIMATE OF FEAR AND DISTRUST, IN THE WORDS OF 
ONE REFUGEE ON THE MALAYSIAN ISLAND OF PULAU BESAR: "IN 
VIETNAM WE VEGETATED, WE DION'T EVEN HAVE A CHANCE TO DREAM,'t 
AND, IN THE WORDS OF ANOTHER WHO ESCAPED FROM A NEW ECONOMIC 


ZONE: "I WAS WILLING TO WORK HARD, IN FACT I VOLUNTEERED TO 
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BUILD HOUSES, BUT I COULDN'T STAND THE LACK OF ANY CHANCE TO 
SPEAK FREELY." 

COMMUNIST AUTHORITIES IN SOUTH VIETNAM BEGAN THEIR THIRO 
YEAR IN POWER BY STEPPING UP THE PACE OF TilE SO-CALLED 
SOCIALIZATION PROGRAM, PRIVATE BUSINESSES ALL OVER SOUTH 
VIETNAM WERE CLOSED, GOODS WERE SEIZED, AND BUSINESSMEN 
WERE ORDERED TO ENGAGE IN WHAT THE AUTHORITIES CALLED USEFUL 
PRODUCTION, AS FOR THE ONCE THRIVING CITIES OF THE SOUTH 
REFUGEES SAY THEY ARE NOW BASICALLY SHELLS, PROBABLY TO BE 
PARTIALLY REPOPULATED WITH PEOPLE FROM THE NORTH, YET REFUGEES 
SAY NEWLY ARRIVED NORTHERNERS IN THE SOUTH ARE STILL ASTOUNDED 
AT WHAT UNTIL VERY RECENTLY WAS A MORE PROSPEROUS REGION THAN 
THEY HAD IMAGED, AT THE SAME TIME, COMMUNIST AUTHORITIES 
IN SOUTH VIETNAM HAVE FREQUENTLY -HAD TO RECAL SKILLED AND 
EDUCATED SOUTHERNERS FROM RE-EDUCATION CAMPS TO TEACH THEM HOW 
TO MANAGE FACTORIES. 
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